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SUBJECT: SAKHAROV SEES PENTECOSTAL FAMILY IN EMBASSY 

REF: MOSCOW 14858 

SUMMARY: DESPITE SUGGESTION FROM SAKHAROV THAT 
PENTECOSTAL FAMILY DEPART EMBASSY AFTER OBTAINING 
WIDEST POSSIBLE WESTERN PUBLICITY FOR THEIR CAUSE, 

FAMILY REITERATED ITS BASIC DEMANDS AND CONTINUES 
TO REFUSE TO LEAVE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING VISIT TO EMBASSY JUNE 28 ON OTHER MATTERS 
(REPORTED SEPTEL), ANDREI SAKHAROV REMARKED THAT 
HE WAS AWARE FROM WESTERN RADIO BROADCASTS THAT 
TWO RUSSIAN PENTECOSTAL FAMILIES (VASHCHENKO AND 
CHMYKHALOVA) WERE IN EMBASSY AND HAD NOTICED THEM 
AS HE WALKED THROUGH CONSULAR WAITING ROOM. IN 
RESPONSE TO HIS QUERY, CONSOFF GAVE HIM BRIEF, 

FACTUAL ACCOUNT OF SITUATION AND ASKED WHETHER 
SAKHAROV WOULD CONSIDER ADVISING THEM TO LEAVE 
EMBASSY, SINCE SITUATION FOR THEM LIKELY TO BE MORE 
DIFFICULT THE LONGER THEY STAYED. SAKHAROV REPLIED 
THAT THIS WAS NOT NECESSARILY TRUE. 
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2. HE ADDED THAT IN HIS VIEW BEST PENTECOSTALISTS 
COULD HOPE TO ACHIEVE WAS WIDE PUBLICITY FOR THEIR 
SITUATION AND THAT IF EMBASSY WOULD ARRANGE 
PRESS CONFERENCE FAMILIES MIGHT BE PREPARED TO 
LEAVE AFTERWARD. HE OFFERED TO ADVISE THIS COURSE 
OF ACTION TO THEM. EMBOFF REPLIED THAT WHILE 
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EMBASSY OF COURSE COULD NOT STOP CORRESPONDENTS 
FROM SPEAKING WITH PENTECOST ALISTS, IT COULD NOT 
APPROPRIATELY ARRANGE PRESS CONFERENCE OR PUT THEM 
IN CONTACT WITH CORRESPONDENTS. SAKHAROV SPOKE 
WITH FAMILY BEFORE LEAVING, REMARKING AFTERWARD 
THAT FAMILY WAS EXTREMELY NAIVE ABOUT WHAT EMBASSY 
COULD DO FOR THEM AND THAT IN HIS VIEW WIDESPREAD 
PUBLICITY WAS ONLY WAY TO HELP THEM. HE SAID HE 
WOULD BE IN CONTACT WITH CORRESPONDENTS WITHIN 
NEXT DAY OR TWO. 

3. CONSOFF THEN SPOKE AGAIN WITH MR. VASHCHENKO, 

WHO REITERATED THAT FAMILY WOULD NOT LEAVE EMBASSY 
UNLESS (A) SON IS RETURNED TO THEM, (B) THEY 
RECEIVE ASSURANCES THAT THERE WILL BE NO 
REPRISALS AGAINST THEM, AND (C) THEY ARE GIVEN 
SOVIET EXIT VISAS. FAMILY REFUSED EVENING MEAL 
PREPARED FOR THEM BY EMBASSY FAMILY, SAYING THAT 
THEY ARE GOING TO FAST AND PRAY UNTIL THEIR NEEDS 
ARE MET. MR. VASHCHENKO EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 
SPEAKING WITH WESTERN JOURNALISTS AND GIVING THEM 
DOCUMENTS CONCERNING THE FAMILY'S PLIGHT FOR 
DISSEMINATION ABROAD IN HOPE THAT THIS WILL 
INFLUENCE SOVIETS. AS OF 8:00 P.M. JUNE 28, HE 
AND THE SIX OTHER PENTECOSTALISTS WERE PREPARING 
TO SPEND ANOTHER NIGHT IN THE CONSULAR SECTION. 
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4. COMMENT: MR. VASHCHENKO FREQUENTLY QUOTES 
FROM BIBLE AND APPEARS TO HAVE EXTREMELY FIRMLY- 
HELD FUNDAMENTAL RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. HE REITERATED 
THAT IN 1975 HIS FIVE-MONTH OLD SON WAS TAKEN FROM 
FAMILY BY POLICE AND HE LATER RECEIVED PHONE CALL 
SAYING SON HAD DIED. ANOTHER SON IS IN PRISON FOR 
REFUSING TO OBEY DRAFT. EMBASSY BELIEVES 
THESE FACTORS HELP EXPLAIN VASHCHENKO'S TENACITY IN 
REFUSING TO LEAVE EMBASSY. TOON 
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